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ISTEP+: Grade 6 

English/Language Arts 
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Writing Prompt 

Standard 5: Writing Applications 

Standard 6: English Language Conventions 
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English/Language Arts  

Constructed-Response Items 

  

Session Three, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows the students to 

demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of narrative or informational text. The reading 

comprehension task consists of one passage and several constructed-response (CR) questions. Because this is a 

reading comprehension task, all of the information students need to answer the questions correctly is contained 

in the text. All responses should be based on information from the text and will be scored for reading 

comprehension only. The following pages display the CR questions.  

An example of a top-score response is provided for each CR question.  The top-score response demonstrates a 

performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two points. The top-score response 

contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from the reading passage that 

accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in their responses to receive two points. 

 
 
 
  
 

 

English/Language Arts  

2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric 

 

2 points  Proficient  
The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is text-based and 

relevant to the task.  

 

1 point  Partially Proficient  
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the information may be 

too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.  

 

0 point  Not Proficient  

The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains information that is 

inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.  
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 2: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Informational Text 

 

Question 1 

 

 

Top-Score Response: 

The picture with the article shows Danny and Guinan having fun. Also, Danny was delighted when she jumped 

for a disc as a puppy. Guinan’s eagerness to catch discs shows that she thinks it is fun, and Danny emphasizes 

the fun when he says, “Guinan’s job is catching discs, and she absolutely loves it.” Finally, catching and 

fetching must be fun for Guinan if she brings baby Sydney a ball. 

 

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to 

receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 

their responses to receive two points. 
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 2: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Informational Text 

 

Question 2 

  

Top-Score Response: 

Guinan is so fast that she sometimes outruns the discs. In addition to her speed, Danny and Guinan have spent a lot of 

time practicing since Guinan was a puppy. Guinan now performs 30 tricks. Danny has taught Guinan how to listen to him 

through verbal commands such as “spin right” and “spin left.” They also communicate through body language and 

gestures. 

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to 

receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 

their responses to receive two points. 
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Question 3 

 

Top-Score Response: 

The author shows that Guinan is an outstanding disc dog by describing her as a “natural” at the beginning of the article. 

She then goes on to describe how fast Guinan is and that she can make vaults as high as 15 feet while catching discs. She 

also shares all of the trophies that Guinan has received, including the freestyle trophy at the 2006 world championship. 

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to 

receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 

their responses to receive two points. 
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Extended-Response 

Standard 5: Writing Applications 

Standard 6: English Language Conventions 

 
            Question 4 
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